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SIR CHARLES* [Grimly] Oh I So you haven't got your blood-money
yet ? Well, it won't come to you fot some months,

TRAMP.. If I go to quod------

SIR CHARLES. You're going to get the third degree first. What's
your name ?

TRAMP* We don't 'ave names on the road,

MR. EAST, [To the TRAMP] You are an Englishman ?

TRAMP. I did my bit in the war, anyway.

MR. EAST. Was it a large bit ?

TRAMP, Middlin'.

[He pulls up a trouser-leg and shows a long sear and no socl^t

MR. EAST. Dear me! that was very neat the tibia. Why did
you sleep in prison last night ?

TRAMP. For tryin' to sleep out of it. A poor beggar without a
blasted sixpence, and mayn't sleep under the stars o' Gawd.

MR. EAST. That is poetry, if I may say so. Being a poet, how
could you hit that poor mare ?

TRAMP. She'll be all right in a month.

MR. EAST. It wasn't very English, was it ?

TRAMP. If a man mayn't sleep on English soil, 'e ain't English.

MR. EAST. My sympathies are with you about sleeping out.
Especially if one is lousy,

TRAMP. 'Oo says I'm lousy ?

MR. EAST. Pardon me, I understood you to imply it.

TRAMP. Your mistake.

MR. EAST. [Looking at bis bands] Thank you; that is very good
news.

SIR CHARLES. [To the INNKEEPER] Got a coal-cellar you can lock,
Haddon ?

INNKEEPER. Yes, Sir Charles.

SIR CHARLES. I may want it for this chap. I'm going to have
that name out of him.

TRAMP. [Turning to the INNKEEPER] I'll 'ave 'Abeas Corpius against
the lot of you. Call this a free country !

MR. EAST. Not very. There is imprisonment even for crudty
to animals.

TRAMP. [Sullenly] I just 'it her, same as I'd like to 'it you.

MR. EAST. But she couldn't hit you back.

SIR CHARLES. Were you lying when you said you were in the war ?

TRAMP, No.

SIR CHARLES. Where, then? If you've got anything in yout
favour, make the most of it.

TRAMP. I was gassed at Armonteers, I was blown up 00 the
Somme. I was buried at Chatter Teary, I about died o* fever in
Mespot, an' I was drowned comin* 'ome.